
 

  
  

  



 
We are pleased to be able to share the conference workshop programme for the Virtual 2020 Event.   
 
We will be running an hour long workshop each day followed by a shorter, half hour workshop, except on Friday where we will be running three short workshops.  You will 
have a choice of three concurrently running workshops in each session, and the content from the workshops you are unable to attend will be made available to you for 
each day of Conference that you have booked.   
 
Our academic sessions are indicated by the coloured background and each day we have included sessions covering 

• Learning, Research and Students 
• Leadership and Governance 
• Partnerships Society & Engagement 
• Campus Community & Operations and 
• Climate 

 
Please click on the links below to see the workshops scheduled for each conference day. 
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Monday 16th November (Long Sessions) 
Time Session A 

Learning, Research and Students 
Session B 

Leadership & Governance 
Session C 
Climate 

 
2pm 
Long 

Session 
(1 hour) 

 
Coping with Anxiety and sustainability in 
higher education what is your future vision? 
 
How do we get away from calling for behaviour 
change, which corporations and governments tell us 
to do - to meaningful change which addresses the 
causes of the climate and ecological crisis? How do 
we move away from dystopian gloom to creating an 
equitable social society working with nature? 
Consider the society, economy and values you want 
to take forward to 2050. Now….how do we get 
there? 
This presentation will explore ways in which anxiety 
is present in the experience of academics working 
to in education for sustainable development in 
higher education. 
Join us for a radical envisioning and design back 
casting session. This is a design tool for all 
professions, we need everyone: STEM, the arts, 
business. Transformational systematic radical 
change needs us all. 
 
Speakers 
• Georgina Gough, Associate Professor in 

Education for Sustainable Development, UWE 
Bristol 

• John Thorne, Sustainability Coordinator, 
Glasgow School of Art  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Outstanding Leadership Team of the Year: 
Embedding ‘Embracing Sustainability’ into 
NTU’s University Strategy 
 
NTU was recently awarded the Green Gown 
Outstanding Leadership Team of the Year 
recognising the University’s achievement in 
embedding sustainability across the institution 
through strong leadership and collaboration. This 
session focuses on the steps taken to integrate 
‘Embracing Sustainability’ as a core pillar in NTU’s 
University-wide Strategy.  
 
The session will explore NTU’s robust sustainability 
governance model which incorporates high level, 
interconnected sustainability for academic schools, 
research, operations and the SU. NTU’s Sustainable 
Development Team work with all of these fora to 
align ambitious decisions and strong actions 
ensuring sustainability is at the top of the agenda 
across the University. 
 
 
Speakers 
• Charmaine Morrell, Head of Sustainability 

Nottingham Trent University  

 
Stepping up: Enhancing staff wellbeing 
through the Fitness Tracker Challenge 
 
 
This session will present a case study of the work 
conducted at Keele University using Staff Fitness 
Trackers to engage teams across Schools and 
Directorates with health and wellbeing. With over 
500 staff taking part over the past two years, the 
programme has been well received and led to 
positive change both mentally and physically within 
the University community. The programme has 
been a gateway to further staff wellbeing 
engagement, and has also been incorporated into 
the Keele Sustainability Benchmark accreditation to 
strengthen links between wellbeing and wider 
sustainability engagement. Be prepared to get 
walking in this (inter)active session! 
 
Speaker 
• Melanie Piper, Student Experience and 

Engagement Officer, Keele University 

  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg3
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
https://youtu.be/w7wm7aYJ5L8
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg17
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg3


Monday 16th November (Short Sessions) 
 Session A 

Learning, Research and Students 
Session B 

Partnerships, Society & Engagement 
Session C 

Campus Community & Operations 
3.15pm 
Short 

Session 
(30 mins) 

 
Conceptualising Transformative 
Sustainability Education (TSE) 
 
Some say that Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) is not doing enough to tackle 
the climate crisis. ESD is described as 
transformative; however, it remains small-scale, 
peripheral, and bound by convention. A recent 
branch of literature presents new visions of 
Transformative Sustainability Education (TSE). This 
session will explore TSE via three themes: i. 
Relational Ontologies - ecological systems, 
indigenous wisdom, human-nature dualism; ii. 
Emotional Intelligence - climate anxiety, active 
hope, empathy; and iii. Systems Change - systemic 
injustice, empowerment, collective action. 
 
Speaker: 
• Kay Fretwell, 1st Year PhD Student, University 

of Edinburgh 
 

Academic Session 
 
 
 

 

 
Conscious Consumerism: from student 
demand to shopping reality 
 
The Students’ Union at UWE now offers plastic free 
shopping. Bring your own containers, jars or cloth 
bags to the shop; weigh them; fill them loose 
products; weigh them again and pay at the till. 
Every time you do this you will have played a part 
in reducing single use plastic consumption. We also 
sell a variety of toiletries and lifestyle products that 
are more environmentally friendly than their 
counterparts e.g menstrual cups, shampoo bars & 
bamboo toothbrushes. Find out how: UWE students 
lobbied their SU; and partnerships with Bristol zero 
waste shops helped this idea become reality. 
 
Speakers: 
• Rachel Colley, Community Manager, and 
• Hayley Foulkes, Deputy Commercial Manager, 

The Students’ Union at UWE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lean methodology can influence pro-
sustainable behaviour change in a 24/7 
biomedical laboratory culture. 
 
We demonstrate how pro-sustainable behaviour can 
be encouraged in HEI Biomedical Research 
laboratory environment. Qualitative Research 
methodology was used to gain important new 
insights on which areas of laboratory operation 
were considered of most impact to the environment 
and what factors blocked or enabled pro sustainable 
behaviour. We describe how we used Lean 
Methodology to propose design principles for a new 
model with “wastes” removed. We demonstrate that 
Lean Improvement Activity (Kaisen), can effectively 
engage scientists and laboratory support staff in a 
collaborative activity to agree and implement 
improved pro-sustainable laboratory behaviours. 
 
Speakers: 
• Richard Woods, Head of HSEQ, and Alan 

Cumber, Deputy Director Facilities Services; 
Institute of Cancer Research 

• Dr Ian Christie, Lecturer, The University of 
Surrey 

 
 
 
 

  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg3
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg11
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg9
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg17


Tuesday 17th November (Long Sessions) 
Time Session A 

Learning, Research and Students 
Session B 

Partnerships, Society & Engagement 
Session C 

Campus Community & Operations 
 

2pm 
Long Session 

(1 hour) 

 
The SDGs and Me: How the SDGs can help to 
inspire the next generation of Sustainability 
Leaders in STEM 
 
The students of today are the leaders of tomorrow. 
So, if we want to see significant change in STEM 
education, research and practice we must start to 
embed sustainability throughout HE. The UN 
Sustainable Development goals (SDGs) provide a 
useful framework for the sustainability lens and this 
workshop seeks to explore how STEM education 
might best engage with them as a framework for 
promoting student reflective practices. We seek to 
explore and identify existing and novel 
educationally embedded opportunities to develop 
student’s decision making processes, future lifestyle 
and career choices that will lead to local, regional 
and global sustainability. 
 
Speakers: 
• Julie Gwilliam, Dean of Post Graduate Studies 

for College of Physical Sciences and Engineering, 
Martin Chorley, Director of Learning & 
Teaching, and Katrina Henderson, Assistant 
Director Environment, Cardiff University and 
Cristina Cerulli, Reader, Sheffield Hallam 
University 
 

  

 
Sustainable Technical Education Workforce 
Development: Curriculum, Campus, 
Community and Culture 
 
Technical education, learning and skills play a 
central role in driving economic growth, providing 
social justice and supporting inclusive communities. 
Supporting individuals to access opportunities to 
progress to higher levels of technical study and 
employment, in industry sectors with recognised 
skill shortages and improving the skills base 
available to employers, is key to the successful 
implementation of the Government’s Industrial 
Strategy. Now is a time for action for all, as we 
face social, environmental and economic 
challenges. How does education for sustainable 
development (ESD) link with technical education? 
How can this agenda be taken forward? 
 
Speakers: 
• Stephen Mariadas, Director of the South West 

Institute of Technology, Lecturer and Manager- 
Digital, Technical Teaching Fellow and Scott 
Stephens, Curriculum Team Leader Nuclear 
Engineering, Exeter College 

 
• James Michael Maltby, Learning Technologies 

Manager Technical Teaching Fellow, Plumpton 
College 

• Christopher Fairclough, Curriculum Team 
Leader Nuclear Engineering, National College for 
Nuclear 

 

 
Responding to the Climate Emergency – A 
Strategic Approach for the Education Sector 
 
This session will introduce the concept of Life Cycle 
Thinking and discuss the ways in which it can help 
the education sector respond to the Climate 
Emergency. ‘Life cycle thinking’ provides an 
integrated approach that evaluates the 
environmental, economic and societal impacts of a 
project during its life cycle.  
 
We will look specifically at Project 93 at Canterbury 
Christ Church University, discussing the conceptual 
basis and theoretical underpinnings, as well as the 
work undertaken. Project 93 was awarded a Green 
Gown Award in 2019 in the ‘Sustainability 
Champion - Staff’ category. It will highlight how 
student and staff engagement is vital in responding 
to the Climate Emergency. 
 
Speakers: 
• Zulfi Ali, Senior Lecturer, Canterbury Christ 

Church University 
• Anthony Waterman, Director, ADW 

Developments 
 

  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://www.sustainabilityexchange.ac.uk/green_gown_awards_2019_scott_stevens_exeter_col
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg9
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg9
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg11


Tuesday 17th November (Short Sessions) 
 Session A 

Learning, Research and Students 
Session B 

Leadership & Governance 
Session C 
Climate 

3.15pm 
Short 

Session 
(30 mins) 

 
5 Years Back and 5 Years Ahead: A review of 
Responsible Futures 
This workshop will present the findings of a review 
of the first five years of the Responsible Futures 
initiative and enable participants to input into 
revisions of the scheme. Responsible Futures is an 
education for sustainable development 
accreditation programme of Students Organising 
for Sustainability (formerly NUS Sustainability), 
applicable to both further and higher education.   
 
Speakers: 
• Georgina Gough, Associate Professor in 

Education for Sustainable Development, UWE 
Bristol 

• Rachel Colley, Community Manager and Quinn 
Runkle, Director of Education, The Students’ 
Union at UWE 

• Meg Baker, Senior Project Manager – 
Education, SOS 

 

 
Managing environmental sustainability for 
transformation at City University 
 
The session presents the findings of a recent study 
undertaken to identify the challenges faced and 
opportunities presented in responding to Climate 
Emergency at an institutional level.  
Using City, University of London as a case study 
institution and informed by interviews of students 
and key staff across the institution, as well as 
representatives from other institutions, the EAUC 
and NUS, the study asks the question “What is the 
role of an institution in responding to climate 
emergency and are institution systems adequately 
positioned to engender a transformational 
response?”  
The study uses a systems thinking approach, 
incorporating Three Horizons model to characterise 
the current institutional response to climate 
emergency, within the case study institution, define 
the characteristics of a future system to enable a 
more effective response, before attempting to 
identify plausible actions to enable a 
transformational shift from one system to the 
other. The findings will be presented and then their 
applicability to other institution and the wider 
sector discussed. 
 
Speaker: 
• Jason Clarke, Head of Sustainability, City, 

University of London 
 

Academic Session 
 

 
 

 

Workshop TBC 

  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=22999
https://www.greengownawards.org/green-gown-awards-uk-ireland
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg17
https://www.greengownawards.org/green-gown-awards-uk-ireland
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13


Wednesday 18th November (Long Sessions) 
Time Session A 

Learning, Research and Students 
Session B 

Partnerships, Society & Engagement 
Session C 

Campus Community & Operations 
 

2pm 
Long Session 

(1 hour) 

 
Climate! Do they know? And do they care? 
Engaging 'hard to reach' vocational 
education students. 
 
This session will present a case study with three 
levels of participants: college leaders, HE students 
in the form of trainee teachers, and their FE 
learners. Steps are explored to engage learners 
who are characterised as 'hard to reach' in positive 
climate action. Delegates will be involved in the 
discussion of these steps and the learner activities 
developed. 
 
Speakers:   
• Nicky Rutherford, Student teacher in Travel 

and Tourism, Newcastle College 
• Matthew Ward, Group Energy and 

Sustainability Officer; Student teacher in Travel 
and Tourism, NCG 

 
 

 
Re-Imagining the FHE Sector without air 
travel 
 
The FHE sector has an unsustainable relationship 
with air travel; amid the climate crisis, it is 
imperative we begin to address and reflect on this 
dilemma. This workshop asks participants to 
choose a question about air travel and workshop 
that question through a group exercise; a 
discussion will follow. The questions range from the 
practical: “how do we reward academics, staff and 
students for reducing air travel?” to more 
imaginative: “how do we rethink mobility?” It also 
asks questions addressing air travel and equity and 
diversity in the FHE sector. 
 
Speakers: 
• Sonya Peres, Responsible Institutions Research 

Intern and Jill Burnett, Carbon and Estates 
Officer, EAUC Scotland 

 

 
Revealing the Hidden - integrating Education 
for Sustainability into Estates and Operations 
 
This interactive session will explore how 
collaboration between Estates and Operations and 
Education for Sustainability teams can embed 
sustainability into the hidden curriculum, and draw 
links to the formal and informal curricula. By 
exploring a case study of how this collaborative 
approach works in practice, we will share how we 
implement initiatives that contribute to tackling the 
SDGs, achieving carbon neutrality, educating our 
students to become environmental and global 
citizens, and reducing the environmental impact of 
operational activities. The session will include a 
practical workshop to explore how you can 
implement this approach at your institution. 
 
Speakers: 
• Sarah Briggs, Sustainability Project Officer and 

Huw Evans, Environmental Manager, Keele 
University 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg17


Wednesday 18th November (Short Sessions) 
 Session A 

Learning, Research and Students 
Session B 

Leadership & Governance 
Session C 
Climate 

 
3.15pm 
Short 

Session 
(30 mins) 

 
Engaging Students as Partners in Tackling 
Climate Policy Issues:  A Northumbria Case 
Study 
 
Northumbria’s Student Law Office (SLO) provides 
free legal advice to around 300 people annually for 
which it received a Green Gown Award in 2019. 
The experiential projects of the SLO engage 
students as partners in learning and research. In 
this case study paper, we will analyse the work of 
the SLO that directly relates to climate change 
issues, sharing best practice and stimulating 
discussion to inspire delegates. The two case study 
projects are: our Student Led Climate Change Think 
Tank, and the work of the SLO’s Policy Clinic which 
questions and challenges current practice relating 
to public knowledge of national and international 
environmental laws to influence legal change. We 
will not just be speaking about these projects, but 
will show delegates them through photos and 
possibly other media.  
 
Speakers:   
• Victoria Roper & Dr Rachel Dunn, Senior 

Lecturers Northumbria University 
 

Academic Session 
 

 
 
 

 
Inspiring leadership from within: How Kent’s 
staff engagement programme led to student 
leadership and governance to address the 
climate crisis 
 
When two staff sustainability champions at Kent 
posed the following question to their department 
“How are we best placed the address the climate 
crisis?” the result was the formation of a cross 
participatory student led movement to examine the 
impact of the department’s activities in light of the 
emerging climate crisis. The students launched 
their action by driving the Head of School to 
declare climate emergency at an event attended by 
over 200 staff and students and supported by the 
VC. This action has driven change across the 
University and forced senior leaders to sit up and 
take action themselves. 
 
Speakers: 
• Catherine Morris, Environmental Adviser and 

Emily Mason, Sustainability Coordinator, 
University of Kent 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Climate Justice in Leadership; Radically 
Democratising Higher and Further Education 
 
Marginalised groups, often with the least 
environmental impact, are disproportionately 
suffering the effects of the climate crisis and are 
frequently excluded from decision-making and 
discussion. As leaders in climate action and 
education, how can we understand the climate 
crisis through the lens of inequality? And, how can 
we ensure that we promote sustainable solutions to 
the climate crisis that are accessible to all? Through 
brainstorming, case studies and discussion, this 
session will create a space to explore these 
questions, raising the issues of race, gender, class 
and ableism. 
 
Speakers: 
• Kate Marriott and Harriet Matthews, 

Sustainability Interns, University of Leeds 
• Lizzy Haughton, Activities & Development 

Officer, University of Manchester Student Union 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://youtu.be/1xOjQLbfbPY
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg17
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg9
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg5
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg10
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13


Thursday 19th November (Long Sessions) 

Time Session A 
Learning, Research and Students 

Session B 
Leadership & Governance 

Session C 
Climate 

 
2pm 

Long Session 
(1 hour) 

 
Embedding Education for Sustainable 
Development in Undergraduate Curricula: 
Challenges and (hopefully) Solutions 
 
The Vertically Integrated Projects for Sustainable 
Development programme at the University of 
Strathclyde is a research-based and student-led 
approach to Education for Sustainable 
Development, where students work in 
multidisciplinary teams on research projects that 
seek to tackle the UN’s Sustainable Development 
Goals. Established in 2012 with limited resources, 
the programme is now in the process of scaling up 
so that all undergraduates at Strathclyde have the 
opportunity to take part. This session will explore 
the practicalities and challenges of embedding and 
mainstreaming ESD in undergraduate curricula, as 
well as the opportunities involved for staff as well 
as students. 
 
Speakers:  
• Louise Logan, Programme Co-ordinator, 

Vertically Integrated Projects for Sustainable 
Development and Scott Strachan, Senior 
Teaching Fellow, University of Strathclyde 

 

 
 

 
Using Energy Data and Eco-Campus / ISO 
Systems to Influence Senior Management 
 
This session will provide delegates with tips 
regarding how Eco-Campus and ISO 14001 / 50001 
can be used to positively influence senior 
management. We will provide some suggested 
approaches to analysing and displaying energy data 
such as forecasting tools and value-at-stake 
analysis. The session will be based on a case-study 
from University of Salford who have recently 
updated of their Energy, Carbon and Water 
Management Plan to align with the new ISO 50001 
energy management standard. The organisation 
and structures adopted to influence senior 
management and ensure integration of systems 
with key business processes will also be explored. 
 
Speakers: 
• Bec Bennet, Environmental Sustainability 

Officer, University of Salford 
• Emma Goodchild, Associate Director, ClearLead 

Consulting 
 
 
 

 
Engaging Civic and Community Partners on 
Climate Change 
 
Climate change is the most demanding global 
challenge we all face. Our overriding aim is to not 
only to make this transition ourselves, but to work 
with our local partners to harness our expertise to 
support others, and we will mobilise the University’s 
combined knowledge, influence, assets and 
community to tackle this global challenge. Only 
through collaboration with our civic and community 
partners can we hope to tackle this challenge and 
deliver a low carbon future. 
 
Speakers: 
• Amanda Jackson, Sustainability Programme 

Officer, University of Leeds 
 
 
 

  

https://youtu.be/z9EdHRiGsVM
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg17
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg7
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg11
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg11
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg17


Thursday 19th November (Short Sessions) 
 Session A 

Learning, Research and Students 
Session B 

Partnerships, Society & Engagement 
Session C 

Campus Community & Operations 
 

3.15pm 
Short Session 

(30 mins) 

 
Laying the ‘Foundations’ for Sustainability in 
Higher Education 
 
This session will present findings from phase 1 of a 
three-year project looking to embed sustainability 
across the built environment curriculum in GMIT. A 
series of sustainability ‘interventions’ have been 
piloted within existing structures to frame an 
evidence-based action research approach. This is 
informing the development of a coherent 
sustainability learning pathways framework using 
formal and informal learning opportunities to build 
sustainability literacy, fluency and capacity for 
active citizenship amongst student and staff 
population. 
 
Speaker: 
• Mark Kelly, Lecturer, Galway-Mayo Institute of 

Technology 
 

Academic Session 
 
 

 
How tertiary education can lead the way on 
the climate crisis through sustainable food 
and farming 
 
Using tangible examples and visionary plans we 
hope to inspire the tertiary education sector to lead 
the way on tackling the climate and nature crisis 
through sustainable food and farming. Hear from 
Green Gown award winner, Wiltshire College, about 
how their students are taking action through 
enterprise; discover more about a sector-wide 
scheme where institutions can offset their last 
unavoidable carbon emissions through changing 
the use of farmland; and gain a deeper 
understanding of the climate impact of food and 
farming from SOS-UK. 
 
Speakers: 
• Tilly Jarvis and Odette Wills, Senior Project 

Managers, Food, SOS 
• Bea Lilley, Lecturer in Foundation Studies 

(Central) Wiltshire College & University Centre 
 
 
 

 
Innovative approach to carbon reduction in 
Africa: Educational institutions as energy 
innovation hubs 
 
This session will look at two approaches, one from 
the University of South Africa and Catholic 
University of Zimbabwe looking at the role of 
Education institutions in developing nations despite 
integrating sustainable energy in curricula and 
warehousing energy researches. This research 
seeks to motivate universities to create social 
change through encouraging use of 
environmentally friendly options energy to foster 
the concept of green living and the capacity of 
universities to respond to community energy 
challenges. The paper presents ideas for bridging 
the gap between theory and practice where the 
university can act as a green energy hub for 
community learning. 
In the second part of the session, The Green 
Consultancy and LSHTM will describe the innovative 
approach to carbon reduction in Africa. Talking 
honestly with you about the scale of challenge and 
level of ambition needed. 
 
Speakers: 
• Mucha Togo, University of South Africa 
• Gandidzanwa Crecentia Pamidzai, Catholic 

University of Zimbabwe 
• John Treble, The Green Consultancy 
• Ola Bankole, Bloomsbury Colleges Group, 

University of London 

 
  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg11
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg2
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg8
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg9
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg17


Friday 20th November (Short Session 1) 
Time Session A 

Learning, Research and Students 
Session B 

Partnerships, Society & Engagement 
Session C 

Campus Community & Operations 
 

2pm 
Short 

Session 
(30 mins) 

 
The Sustainable Futures MOOC – Lessons 
learned and Ideas for You 
 
University of Bristol’s Sustainable Futures online 
course has been taken by over 8,000 people from 
143 different countries. It uses honest interviews 
with people making a difference in diverse ways – 
including the circular economy, food waste and 
sewage to energy. These encourage personal 
reflection by learners about roles they can take and 
the challenges they face. Feedback shows the 
course has motivated many to change behaviour, 
to engage in communities and volunteer, to 
consider sustainability related careers, and to take 
care of their wellbeing. We will explain the design 
philosophy, show you example videos and self-
reflection exercises, and share lessons learnt. 
 
Speakers: 
• Chris Priest, Professor; Eleni Michalopoulou, 

Sustainable Futures Lead Educator, Ash 
Tierney, Bristol Futures Research Associate; 
University of Bristol 

 

Workshop TBC 

 
Keele’s story of an evolving, integrated 
sustainable energy system: Partnership, 
practice and potential 
 
This session outlines the evolving sustainable 
energy system at Keele University, the partnerships 
and practice that has got it there, and future 
potential. This covers: Europe’s largest Smart 
Energy Network Demonstrator; the UK’s first trial 
blending hydrogen into the gas grid; development 
of 7MW+ of renewable generation plus storage; as 
well as investigations into mine water geothermal 
and hydropower potential, and integration with 
mobility. Integrating business, research, education, 
and delivered through industrial partnerships, the 
energy developments at Keele provide a vision for 
the multi-vector, integrated sustainable energy 
solutions that will contribute to the energy 
paradigm shift the climate emergency necessitates. 
 
Speaker: 
• Zoe Robinson, Professor of Sustainability in 

Higher Education, Keele University 
 

Academic Session 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

https://youtu.be/DTLan81OvJQ
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg6
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg9
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg9
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg17


Friday 20th November (Short Session 2) 
 Session A 

Learning, Research and Students 
Session B 

Leadership & Governance 
Session C 
Climate 

 
3pm 
Short 

Session 
(30 mins) 

 
Sustainable futures through online learning 
 
This session explores discipline specific educational 
resources for provision in the area of ‘future skills’ 
for sustainability through the use of cutting edge 
case studies and technologies. It aims to further 
enhance a vocationally relevant learning experience 
through developing the next generation provision. 
This involves developing more accessible and 
inclusive technology enhanced learning strategies 
to meet the needs of industry and professionally 
accrediting bodies. A series of learning packages 
have been produced which also support and inform 
curricula on ‘future skills’ for sustainability within 
the construction, surveying and property sectors. 
 
Speaker: 
• Aled Williams; Director of Research, Innovation 

& Partnerships, University College of Estate 
Management 

 
 
 

 
West Downs Development – Health and 
wellbeing targets 
The £40M West Downs development includes 
social learning space, food offers, art gallery and 
a unique contemplation space. Also, there are 18 
teaching rooms and a 250-seat auditorium. 
 
The University’s values have strongly informed 
the brief, in particular the incorporation of health 
and wellbeing benefits. Along with targeting 
BREEAM ‘Excellent’, the University is among the 
first education provider in the UK to register an 
application for WELL Certified, the foremost 
health and wellbeing accreditation for buildings. 
 
This session will tell the story and explain some 
of the challenges concerned with advancing 
health and wellbeing for buildings. 
 
Speakers: 
• Mark Butt Major Capital Project Manager, and 

Dave Mason, Project Manager, University of 
Winchester 

 
 

 
Restoring the Wild: human dimensions of 
climate mitigation 
 
Solutions to protect and restore nature to address the 
climate crisis are possible but require urgent, 
transformative actions, such as re-wilding. While 
extinctions alter key processes important to the 
productivity and sustainability of ecosystems, the 
return of native species may stir strong emotions and 
unexpected responses in people. The recovery of 
natural systems depends on connected areas of 
healthy habitats and on the development of tolerant 
human communities. In this session I will share the 
experiences of collaboration between interdisciplinary 
research at CCCU, Kent Wildlife Trust and Wildwood 
Trust in a project to reintroduce native species while 
engaging local people. 
 
Speaker: 
• Adriana Consorte-McCrea, Education for 

Sustainability Lead, Canterbury Christ Church 
University 

 

  

https://youtu.be/k9HaozI4klA
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg9
https://youtu.be/l9_-tDBH3x8
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg3
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg9
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg11
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg3
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg14
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg15
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg17


Friday 20th November (Short Session 3) 
 Session A 

Learning, Research and Students 
Session B 

Partnerships, Society & Engagement 
Session C 
Climate 

 
3.40pm 
Short 

Session 
(30 mins) 

 
Greening the Research Funding System – 
Opportunities and Barriers 
 
UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) has committed 
to ‘embed environmental sustainability in 
everything it does’. 
 
In this session we will explore opportunities and 
barriers to encouraging more sustainable research 
practices through the future UKRI funding system.  
 
Through interactive breakout sessions delegates 
will have the opportunity to contribute to future 
UKRI approach 
 
Speakers: 
• Candice Snelling, Deputy Head of Sustainability 

& Joseph Moss, Sustainability Engagement 
Manager, Natural Environment Research Council 

 
 
 

 
Tap into sustainability...Refill and Hydrate 
your Campuses and Communities 
 
What’s free, reduces single use plastics, better for 
your wellbeing and is available across campuses 
and communities?  Drinking water  ….Join the Refill 
Revolution and find out how a nation and University 
are helping their communities get assess to water 
refill points.  
 
Hear from Refill Cymru and Cardiff’s Research 
institute about the Welsh Refill campaign and see 
how Swansea University, Students Union and 
Plastic Free Swansea group have worked together 
to offer plastic free and accessible alternatives to 
bottle water and fizzy drinks throughout campuses 
and the local community. 
 
Workshop can also involve practical element on 
how to implement Refill at your own University, 
college and organisation or in your community. 
 
Speakers: 
• Teifion Maddocks, Sustainability and Wellbeing 

Officer, Swansea University 
• Dr Julia Teriet, Research Communications 

Officer – Water Research Institute, Cardiff 
University 

• Hannah Osman, Wales National Co-ordinator, 
Refill Cymru 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We’re not here to teach people how to 
recycle 
 
We face human extinction. We’re no ordinary group 
of people and organisations, but the innovators and 
leaders, teachers, researchers and students 
covering every discipline. We need every discipline 
to actively address the climate and ecological crisis. 
Even wondered about large-scale disengagement? 
Students and staff are not here to join recycling 
and energy saving efforts, but to specialise in their 
field. We need to bend all that learning and effort 
to build change into every discipline, every sector, 
every job role. Everyone at an FHEI has to be an 
actor, an activist, a systems change-maker. Come 
listen, and discuss how. 
 
Speakers: 
• John Thorne, Sustainability Coordinator, 

Glasgow School of Art 
 

 

https://www.greengownawards.org/green-gown-awards-uk-ireland
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg3
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg6
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg13
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg17
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